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Help students analyze
data, pull out key

details from passages,
and then share their

findings in a CER.
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Teacher presentation 

Forensic reports

Student journal

Resource includes includes

Police reports

writing template

Sentence starters and student self-
assessment checklist

Grading rubric



DO YOUR STUDENTS STRUGGLE WITH
Interpreting data
Finding the key details
in passages

Using evidence to
support a claim
Using reasoning to link
the evidence to the
claim
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Engaging lesson where the students
become the detectives

Data tables to interpret

Police report for students to pull out
key details

Journal to help students record their
observations

Sentence support to help them write
their CER

I've Got You CoveredI've Got You Covered

This activity was a great way to work on CER
without being too "science-y." I teach 9th grade
instructional biology and this was just the right
amount of science and writing. My students lose

interest very quickly and solving the mystery kept
them guessing. After every piece of evidence, they
were were trying to figure out how he died. Great

resource!- Carolynn
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Reading police reports

Doing?
Analyzing and interpreting
data from the forensic reports

Organizing their thoughts

Answering the question as to
what happened using claim,
evidence, reasoning

CSI INVESTIGATION

Fingerprint, footprint, DNA,
Chemical Analysis, fabric
analysis,  blood type, autospy,
chemical (toxicology including
drugs and alcohol in the
system)



Student journal

Police reports

Introduce the Case and have students go
through the police reports



Next, have them look at the different profiles of
the victim and suspects



Then, have them go through the various
forensic evidence: DNA, Fingerprint, Blood
matching, Autopsy, chemical analysis



Students will put all of their findings and state
what happened using a claim, evidence,
reasoning paragraph



Student journal

Police reports

Introduce the Case and have students go
through the police reports



Next, have them look at the different profiles of
the suspects



Then, have them review the various forensic
evidence: They will match the fingerprints,
footprints, DNA, and fabric of the suspects to those
found at the crime scene, and match the liquid at the
crime scene to the liquids they were drinking.



Students will put all of their findings and state
what happened using a claim, evidence,
reasoning paragraph



Use the digital version by clicking the
titles in the RED BOX to make your own
copy (found at the end of the PDF)

3 simple steps3 simple stepsHOW TO USE THE
RESOURCE IN 

Share the resource with your students
using your favorite LMS (Google
Classroom, Powerschool (schoology),
Canva...)

Print the PDF version, make copies, and
hand out to students
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I have to give my students multiple opportunities to write
argument essays over the school year. I always love having
new ways to explain this process. This was a fun activity that
really helped my students understand what to do.- Megan

This was a fantastic way of reviewing CER with my students! They were engaged from the
get-go! This year, my students are all about crimes and solving mysteries. This resource
allowed them to get into the crime and use their CER skills to determine who might have
committed the crime. I kept it open-ended, if they haad solid evidence to prove someone's
guilt, then they got the points. I was amazed at how creative they got with the evidence,
and how invested they were in solving the crime! Thank you so much for creating this
resource, it was amazing!- Heather

My students loved this activity so much! They were so into solving the
"crime" that they didn't even realize the work athey were putting in! An
excellent way for them to practice CER in little steps and then allow
them to put it all together!- Brea
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Get Instant Access
1. Add this resource to your
cart

2. Check out securely
3. Download right away

4. Use with your class
5. Leave a review on your My
Purchases page to get reward
points to spend on new
resources!

Add one to cart

Download

Leave a review
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